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Markham nodded.

*And it took me five hours to find Heath after you'd gone
last night.'

'Sad,' breathed Vance.

He went to the desk, and took a closely written double
sheet of foolscap from one of the compartments.

*I wish you'd glance this over and give me your learned
opinion,' he said, handing the paper to Markham. el pre-
pared it last night after the concert.'

I later took possession of the document, and filed it with
my other notes and papers pertaining to the Benson case.
The following is a verbatim copy:

HYPOTHESIS

Mrs. Anna Platz shot and killed Alvin Benson
on the night of June 13th.

PLACE

She lived in the house, and admitted being
there at the time the shot was fired.

OPPORTUNITY

She was alone in the house with Benson.

All the windows were either barred or locked
on the inside. The front door was locked. There
was no other means of ingress.

Her presence in the living-room was natural;
she might have entered ostensibly to ask Benson a
domestic question.

Her standing directly in front of him would not
necessarily have caused him to look up. Hence,
his reading attitude.

Who else could have come so close to him for
the purpose of shooting him, without attracting
his attention?